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User Note 7.5

Converting data from Excel into SASPAC

Introduction

This user note describes the method to import a CSV or Excel file into SASPAC
by creating a new system file. Thus, enabling any datasets you may hold locally
to be permanently stored, selected and manipulated like any other census
variable through SASPAC.

Method

Zengvs

s cdon e The first step is to prepare the Excel file for
- importing into SASPAC.  This requires the
addition of a “zoneid’ column that represents
the unique identifying code of the variables
geographic area, i.e. Output Area, ward or
district. This must be the first column in the
table and can be followed by the area name or
‘zlabel’ if required. The first row of the
spreadsheet may also contain a variable header.
Once you are happy with the data to be
processed you can save this file as a CSV
e (Comma delimited) or “.csv’.
v P Open SASPAC and select File/New
- : task/Editor to open a new command file
: window.

Run MAPSHORE

RN SASNAMES

Once open the script overleaf will need to be
typed directly into the window with the user
specifying the details that describe their
particular dataset.

Print Expart »
Frint Previen... Alt+P
Print.... Chl+p
Print Setup...

1 cisaspacicommand\saspac.cmd
2 c:\saspac’command \bridgend .cmd
3 cx\saspacicommand \fiuk.cmd

4 cisaspacicommand\al3.cmd

Exit SASPAC

Following this the command file can be saved
with an appropriate name by selecting

e - ‘File/Save as..”. On saving this command file a
— window appears prompting the user to ’C!ose a
file and Run Task’, “Continue Editing” or “Close

file’, if you happy with your command file select
‘Close File and Run Task’. This will run the
: task and should finish with a message including

‘SASPAC RUN COMPLETED’, if this is the case
o /then you can close this window. If there is an
error encountered scrolling up in this window

[ t—_—— . will provide further information as to the nature
of this.

(G Running task C:\SASPAC\COMMAND\CSVFILE.CMD.

e

Run Complete
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Type directly into the editor the text below:
(NB. User specified input is required where text is highlighted in blue)

Required only if the data
“zlabel” is required only if has a variable header. Input the location and title of
the area name is included the csv file.
in the csv file.

Input csv file with headers name = “c:\SASPAC\Tenure for People at LA level.csv”
Read zoneid zlabel SPO010001 to SP0O010010 .
These are keywords that SET DSYEAR 2001 \ Any variable code no longer than 12 characters

ustie rcled e | SET DSNAM ScoTTENURE cn e v ecemmend o sl i
relating to your dataset. SET DSLAB 2001 TENURE FOR PERSONS tables).
SET ZONEYEAR 2001
Describe variable SP0010001 label = “All People” A
Describe variable SP0010002 label = “Owns Outright”
Describe variable SP0010003 label = “Owns with a mortgage”
Describe variable SP0O010004 label = “Shared ownership” The “describe variable’
Describe variable SP0010005 label = “Rent from Council” > commands are not
Describe variable SPO010006 label = “Other social landlord” mandatory but can be Specify the location, name
Describe variable SP0010007 label = “Priv. I’lord or letting agency” useful to include. and label of the new system
Describe variable SP0010008 label = “Employer of a household member” file.
Describe variable SP0010009 label = “Rel. or fr. of hhold member”
Describe variable SP0010010 label = “Other” Y,
Output system file name = “c:\SASPAC\SYSFILES\Tenure for People at LA level.SYS” label = “Special Tenure Table 1"
End
Finish
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Completing this task has created a new SASPAC system file
(.SYS) containing only the data contained in the original CSV
file. The details of this system can be viewed through
Tools/System File Details...” and selecting the new system
file and the report level required. This returns details of zone
area name, identity code and number of variables contained in
the system file.

(& SASPAC for Windows (7-01 32 bit)

This new system file can now be combined and queried like any other census system file, with the
exception of using the “search tables” functionality. If you would like to create a new table layout
that incorporates this data and other census variables please refer to Module 8 of the Training Manual
available from www.saspac.org/Training.html or the SASPAC Helpdesk.
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